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to suspect so rashly friends in whom he had often pro-
fessed confidence, to attack the houses of their subjects
and to despoil them at the instigation of persons whom
he knew to be enemies to the State. The Vizier, having
recalled Metaxa to mind, and considered Roe's words,
felt ashamed of his precipitation and credulity. He said
nothing had been farther from his thoughts than to doubt
Roe or to affront him : he could only wonder at the im-
pudence of those who had so grossly deceived him. He
concluded with an assurance that, if he had done Roe
an injustice unwittingly, he was ready to do him justice
deliberately. All the goods of Metaxa would he restored
with honour, and those who had brought about this
scandal would be punished in an exemplary manner.
The Vizier proved as good as his word. The Jesuits
were arrested, put in irons, and deported, as disturbers
of the peace of the Empire ; and Roe was able to moralize
on the lot of those who dig pits for others, while he
thanked God for having saved him from " the hazard
of the soldiers' fury and a sack of his house or some
worse conclusion/' 1

Roe was not an English diplomatist of the sort with
which we are familiar : he was a man of wide experience,
indefatigable energy, and manifold attainments. No
merchant of his time had a more thorough first-hand
acquaintance with the requirements of English commerce

1 See Roe's " Relation " to the King, Feb. 10,1627 (==8), and

for further details his letters to  Conway, Jaru 26; Feb. 2-  to

Feb. 5            19

Sir Isaac Wake, March -2-, 162?, in Negotiations, pp. 738, 742, 779.

The originals of these documents are to be found in S.P. Foreign,
Turkey, No. 14. The same Bundle contains no fewer than
twenty-two letters from Cyril to Roe, their dates ranging from
Jan. 16, to March 8, some of them dated the same day.